Language Arts

Grade 6

Mrs. Ross

Dear parents/guardians,

Welcome to Somerset Middle School!  The purpose of this letter is to make you aware of some important matters that are vital to a student’s success.  My syllabus is available on Google Classroom and on my website which is provided at the end of this letter.  Google Classroom information will be emailed.
Supplies – Please refer to the Grade 6 supply list which is on the school website.  The following items must be brought to ELA class daily:
· Agenda

· Binder with four dividers and lined paper
· Folder for homework assignments

· Writing utensil:  pencil or blue/black pen 

· Reading book of student’s choice

· Ear buds/head phones for online textbook audio component (strongly recommended but optional)

Communication - The agenda provided by the school will be the primary communication tool between teachers and parents.  Students are responsible for writing all assignments in their agendas.  Checking the agenda regularly will keep you informed of test scores, missing homework, and other information that needs to be brought to your attention.  Teacher communication will require a signature.  Parents should check agendas every night!  Removing pages from the agenda is forbidden.
Homework - Language arts homework assignments are designed to be completed independently by the students.  Parents are asked to refrain from assisting with writing homework other than basic proofreading to allow for more accurate assessment of students’ writing and needs.  Homework makes up 25 percent of the total language arts grade and must be turned in on time to earn credit.  Technical difficulties such as malfunctioning printers are not accepted as reasons for not turning in any assignment on time.  If technical difficulties are encountered, the assignment should be hand-written or shared with me on Google Docs.  (My email address is provided at the end of this letter.)  

Grading – I use a cumulative grading system.  Assignments will be assigned point values according to their importance.  A quiz or small assignment may be worth 5 or 10 points while a large assessment may be worth 25 or 30 points.  This system naturally weights the students’ assignments.  I will record both the point value and the grade equivalent on the student’s paper.  Parents are asked to monitor students’ grades through the Aspen online grading program.
Make-up Work – Please read the agenda for the school policy on make-up work after absences.  Make-up work is always made available to students following an absence.  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain and complete the missing assignments in the time allowed. 

Extra help is available during study periods.  Please feel free to contact me at the school at any time with any questions you may have.  I anticipate a successful year in grade 6 language arts.  Please sign and return the portion below.

Gratefully,

Mrs. Ross

508-324-3140, ext. 152
andrea.ross@somersetschools.org
www.mrsrossela.weebly.com

Classroom Rules

· Respect others at all times.

· Come to class prepared with a writing utensil, binder, folder, agenda, and any necessary books.

· Listen to others; speak only with permission.

· Stay in your seat unless you have permission to move, even at the end of the period.  

· Keep your hands, feet, and belongings to yourself.

Procedures

· It is the student’s responsibility to get missing assignments from the makeup work folder after an absence.
· Students must get study passes when they are in class.
· Homework must be turned in on time.
Pearson (Online Textbook) Login Information

User name (example for John Doe):  john.doe@somersetschools.org
Password:  jdsomerset2018
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I understand the rules and requirements for grade 6 language arts, and I agree to regularly check my child’s agenda.

Student’s signature______________________________________________________________

Parent/guardian’s signature________________________________________________________

Email address____________________________________________________________________________
